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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a message 
at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by request. We’re 
glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is central to our 
identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world that needs healing. 
Assisted listening devices are available for use during worship. Please see an usher if you’d like to use one. 

Please silence your cell phones during worship. 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 
To Love, Proclaim, and Serve God 

through life-giving liturgical worship + joyful community + empowering others 
 

 

Contacting Grace  
Please feel free to contact our staff.  

Our regular office hours are Monday to Thursday 9 am – 3 pm, and Fridays 9 am – 12 noon. 
(Mother Anne & Mother Emma are out of the office on Mondays and Father Santiago is out of the office on Fridays) 

 

Staff  
Noah Aukerman  

Seminarian 
naukerman@vts.edu  

Betsy Bamford 
Jane Avery 

Nursery Worker (part-time) 
The Rev. Emma Brice 

Assistant Rector & School Chaplain 
emma.brice@gracealex.org 

Addie Budnick 
Communications Support 

Announcement requests - announcements@gracealex.org 
Mary Cyrus 

Financial Administrator (part-time) 
financial.admin@gracealex.org 

Kevin Hamilton 
Director of Operations and Communication 

director.of.operations@gracealex.org 
Amanda Hungerford 

Interim Head of Grace Episcopal School 
ahungerford@graceschoolalex.org 

Pedro Hernández 
Amorita Quintanilla 

Sextons 
Madeline Manaker 

Finance Assistant (part-time) 
madeline.manaker@gracealex.org 

The Rev. Santiago Rodriguez 
Associate Rector 

santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org 
The Rev. Deacon Ignacio Solano Gómez 

Seminarian 
isolanogomez@vts.edu 

Dr. Alain Truche 
Director of Music 

alain.truche@gracealex.org 
The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 

Rector 
anne.turner@gracealex.org   

 

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE? 
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. Please call the church office at (703) 549-1980 if you’re ill or need 
pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the After-hours Emergency Number: (703) 261-9079, and the 
priest on call will assist you. 
 

HOME COMMUNION 
Home Communion is available upon request for parishioners who desire this service by Eucharistic Visitors every 
Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To request Home Communion, parishioners are asked 
to contact the Parish Office by telephone at 703-549-1980 no later than 12 pm on the Wednesday prior to the Sunday 
on which they would like to receive Home Communion. 
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THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE 
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST, RITE I 

 
      

 

PRELUDE                                                    Now thank we all our God, BWV 657                   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

All Stand. 
 

HYMN 290                                                      Come ye thankful people come                             St. George’s Windsor 
                                         

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Gloria in excelsis                                                 Hymnal S-202 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for 
the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great bounty, 
for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                                         Joel 2:21-27  

 

Lector  A Reading from the Book of Joel. 
 
 

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you animals 
of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine 
give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given 
the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later 
rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I 
will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the 
cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the 
name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and 
there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Sung by all. 
PSALM 126 

 

 
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion, * 

then were we like those who | dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with | laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of | joy. 

 

3 Then they said among the | nations, * 
"The LORD has done great | things for them." 

4 The LORD has done great | things for us, * 
and we are glad in- | deed. 

 

5 Restore our fortunes, O | LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the | Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with | tears * 
will reap with songs of | joy. 

 

(2nd half)     7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the | seed, * 
                   will come again with joy, shouldering their | sheaves. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                                              1 Timothy 2:1-7    

Lector  A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy. 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator 
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all-- this was 
attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

Lector    The Word of the Lord.  
People    Thanks be to God. 

The people stand. 
 

HYMN 291                                                      We plow the fields and scatter                                           Wir pflugen 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                             Matthew 6:25-33 
 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at 
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour 
to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one 
of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive 
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive 
first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."  
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated. 
SERMON                                                                          Mother Anne Michele Turner 

Silence is kept. 
 

 
 

The people stand. 
THE NICENE CREED                                                          BCP, p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING             BCP, p. 836 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the splendor 
of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on 
every side. 
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to 
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence 
on you alone.  
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his 
life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he 
overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through him, at 
all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 
A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING                         BCP, p. 837 

 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 
 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
We thank you, Lord. 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus  
                        our Lord;  
 

People  To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for -ever.  
                        Amen. 
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Celebrant We bless you, God of the universe, for this land, for its contrasts of landscape and climate,  
for its abundance of wealth and opportunity. We bless you for our history, with all its 
struggle in adversity, its courage and hope, Give us in our diversity tolerance and respect 
for each other and a passionate commitment to justice for all. Bless us so that we might be 
a blessing to others. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                          BCP, p. 330 
 

Deacon Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee, in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to 
the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring 
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The people stand. 
THE PEACE  
 
 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

THE OFFERTORY        If you prefer to give electronically, you can scan the QR code with your smartphone or  
visit the giving page at www.gracealex.org and click on “Make an Offering.”  

 
 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                 Pleasure It Is                                        Cecil Cope (1909-2003) 
 

Pleasure it is to hear, iwis, the birdés sing. 
The deer in the dale, 
The sheep in the vale, 
The corn springing. 

God’s purveyance for sustenance it is for man. 
Then we always Him give praise; 

And thank him than. 
 
 

The people stand and sing the hymn. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 433                               We gather together                                                          Kremser 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gracealex.org/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II  

 
The Celebrant continues. 

 
 

 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. For with thy co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, thou art 
one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Substance; and we celebrate the one and equal 
glory of thee, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and 
saying, 
 
Sanctus and Benedictus                                                                                                               Hymnal S-114 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues. 
 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in 
thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.  
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He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming 
again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and 
looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to 
bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy 
dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, 
that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy 
whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                BCP, P. 336                                                  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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The Fraction Anthem                                                  Hymnal S-158 

 

 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.   
 

 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the eucharist. 

Please come forward to the altar rail at the direction of the ushers. 
A full communion is made with the bread alone, but if you choose to receive the wine, you may either drink from the cup, or you may 

offer your wafer to the person holding the chalice, who will dip the bread in the wine for you. 
If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free wafers are available; simply ask the priest. 

If you do not wish to receive communion at the altar, please let an usher know, and communion can be brought to you in your pew. 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 309                     O food to pilgrims given                               O welt ich muss dich lassen 
 
 

 
  The people stand or kneel. 
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

 

All stand and sing the hymn. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN 397                                       Now thank we all our God    Nun danket 
 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon     Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                               Toccata on “Now thank we all our God”           Egil Hovland (1924-1013) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING @ GRACE TODAY 
Celebrant  Father Santiago Rodriguez  
Deacon & Preacher Mother Anne Michele Turner 
Subdeacon Stephanie Reed 
Lector Rushad Thomas 
Intercessor Khacki Berry  
Lay Eucharistic Minister Alex Willson 
Music Director Dr. Alain Truche 
Usher John Boris 
Altar Guild Crew Leader Kristine Hesse  
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Music Notes 

 

In the last ten years of his life, Johann Sebastian Bach gathered and completed a series of chorale 
arrangements, presumably planning to have them published, just like the third part of the Clavier-Übung 
in 1739. It concerns a selection of his compositions from much earlier years, when he was working as an 
organist in Weimar, Arnstadt and Mühlhausen. The collection became known as the 18 Choräle or 
Leipziger Choräle. 
 
For the chorale Nun danket Alle Gott (Now thank we all our God), BWV 657 Bach turns to Johann 
Pachelbel’s chorales for his model: melody presented in long notes in the soprano while the 
accompaniment in the lower voices introduces fugato textures anticipating the melody itself. 
 
Today’s choral anthem is based on a 16th century poem/song by William Cornish (1465-1523) who was 
Master of the Chapel Royal under Henry VII and Henry VIII.  He was also responsible for musical and 
dramatic entertainments at court for important diplomatic events such as the Field of the Cloth of Gold 
(1520) as well as visits to the court of France and the Holy Roman Empire.  The original song melody is 
lost, the sole surviving copy being of the text and the bass line printed in Wynkyn de Worde’s, Twenty 
Songs (Bassus), published in 1530.  The text has been set to music several times in the last century, notably 
by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) in his Ceremony of Carols of 1942 as well as John Ireland (1879-1962) 
in 1938 in his Five XVIth Century Poems. The musical setting offered today by our choir is by Cecil 
Cope, a British composer, born in 1909 in Lichfield and died in Forest Row, East Sussex in 2003. 
 
In the toccata by Norwegian composer Egil Hovland (1924-2013), the hymn tune of “Now thank we all 
our God” (Nun danket alle Gott) sounds out in canon between the top notes of rapid finger figurations 
and the bass notes of the pedal. 
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