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THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD 
 

From the Book of Common Prayer 
The Liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the Resurrection.  Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we too shall be raised. The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the 
certainty that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian.  The very love we have for each other in Christ 
brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death.  Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus.  So, 
while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy 
with those who mourn. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE                                                           
The people stand. 

THE OPENING ANTHEM                                                     
I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live; And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; And though this 
body be destroyed, yet shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,  
And not as a stranger. 
For none of us liveth to himself, And no man dieth to himself. For if we live, we live unto the Lord; And if 
we die, we die unto the Lord. Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; Even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 
 
OPENING HYMN 175                             Hail Thee Festival Day 
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THE COLLECT                                                                                                                 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of thy servant Charles, and 
grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 
REMEMBRANCES                                                                                                                   Jason Berry 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING                                         1 Corinthians 15: 20-26,35 -38, 42-44, 53-58 

Lector A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign, 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: But God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in 
dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 121   (In Unison)                                                                                
 

1     I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
              from where is my help to come?   

2     My help comes from the LORD, * 
              the maker of heaven and earth.   

3     He will not let your foot be moved * 
              and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.   

4     Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
              shall neither slumber nor sleep;   

5     The LORD himself watches over you; * 
              the LORD is your shade at your right hand,   

6     So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
              nor the moon by night.   

7     The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
              it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 

8     The LORD shall watch over your going out and 
          your coming in, * 
              from this time forth for evermore. 
 

The people stand. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 625                                    Ye Holy Angels Bright 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                  John 14:1-6 
 

Priest The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The people are seated. 
 

THE HOMILY                                                                                                 The Rev. Dr. Anne M. Turner 
The people stand. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell.                                                                      
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS                                                                                                                                           
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the mystical body 
of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy 
light and thy peace. Amen. 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and rise to 
newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful 
resurrection. Amen. 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that thy Holy Spirit may lead us 
in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen. 
Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins, and serve thee 
with a quiet mind. Amen. 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting all their grief on thee, they 
may know the consolation of thy love. Amen. 
Grant us grace to entrust Charles to thy never-failing love; receive him into the arms of thy mercy, and 
remember him according to the favor which thou bearest unto thy people. Amen. 
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Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from strength to strength in the life of 
perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. 
Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our consummation and bliss in 
thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 
promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

The people are seated. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The people stand. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II    

 

 

The celebrant continues. 
 

 
 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious 
from the dead, and doth comfort us with the blessed hope of everlasting life; for to thy faithful people, O 
Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body doth lie in death, there is prepared for us a 
dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying, 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                                                                    Hymnal S-117 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues. 

 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in 
thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance 
his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his 
coming again with power and great glory.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to 
bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-
beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies.  
 



9 

Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; 
and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:   

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                       W.H. Plant, Hymnal Back Cover

 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                             Hymnal S-165 
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.  
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request. 

To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.  
To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only. 

 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us with the spiritual food and 
drink of the Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and hast given unto us a foretaste of thy 
heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be unto us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of 
our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the 
fullness of joy with all thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
THE COMMENDATION                                                                                            

Celebrant Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,  

People where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.  

Celebrant Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed 
 of the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst  
 me, saying, "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." All we go down to the dust; 
 yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

People Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, 
 neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

Celebrant Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Charles. Acknowledge, we 
 humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of 
 thine own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of 
 everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
 
 

All stand. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 618                  Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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THE CLOSING ANTHEMS 
Celebrant 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and giving life to those in the tomb. 
 

The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen, giving light to those who sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death. 
 

The Lord will guide our feet into the way of peace, having taken away the sin of the world. 
 

Christ will open the kingdom of heaven to all who believe in his Name, saying, Come, O blessed of my 
Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you. 
 

Into paradise may the angels lead thee; and at thy coming may the martyrs receive thee, and bring thee 
into the holy city Jerusalem. 
 
VOLUNTARY                                                                  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THOSE SERVING TODAY 

Celebrant and Preacher                                          The Rev. Dr. Anne M. Turner 
Musician                                                                                                                    Josh Harrington 
 

 

 

 

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated. 
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Charles Bryan Nelson, Jr. 
October 28, 1949 - April 29, 2025 

 
 

Charles Bryan Nelson, Jr. passed peacefully on December 8, 
2025, after a brief illness. Charles was ready for Heaven and 
looked forward to his reunion with his beloved Father Charles B. 
Nelson, Sr. and his Mother Ruth Ellen Berry Johnson. Charles 
lived a full and blessed life filled with music, worldwide travel, 
ice skating, family events and the love he had for teaching college 
and high-school students in instrumental music. His true love 
was classical piano, and it was among these many activities that 
Charles made many life-long friends in America and several 
foreign countries. 
 

Charles was born on October 15, 1931, in Marion, Virginia by 
his parents Charles (from Welch, WV) and Ruth (from 
Washington County, VA). Charles lived a rural life spending 
time in both southern West Virginia and Southwest Virginia 
where he developed a love for music early by playing in the band. 
He graduated from Marion High School in 1949, and his 
adventurous life was about to begin. 

 

Charles had many educational achievements during his life. Charles studied Composition Music at the 
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, Class of 1952 where he won the Liszt Prize twice. He moved onto the 
Juilliard School of Music in New York City where he studied Piano Performance and graduated in 1953. 
In 1954 he went to the Manhattan School of Music to receive a master’s in music. Charles finished his 
formal training with his Doctoral Studies in Piano Performance at Indiana University with a Doctor of 
Music in 1963. In 2024 Charles was most happy to create and endow, the Charles B. Nelson, Jr. 
Scholarship in Classical Piano with the Manhattan School of Music. He previously served on their Alumni 
Board of Directors. 
 

Charles’ career led him to different states and positions pursuing his passion to teach and play classical 
piano music. He was a faculty instructor of Piano & Music Literature at East Tennessee State College 
(now University) in Johnson City, TN from 1955-1957. From 1957 to 1964, Charles had various teaching 
positions with Copiah Lincoln Junior College, Bob Jones University and Associate Professor of Piano at 
the University of Dayton. His long-term employment as Director of Instrumental Music for Fairfax 
County, VA Public Schools ran from September 2, 1964, till his retirement on July 1, 1987. 
 

In retirement, Charles enjoyed hosting friends, family and church members to his home in Alexandria for 
Sunday Brunch. He traveled to over 50 countries, loved to take cruises, and went ice skating weekly at the 
Mount Vernon rink. He made several trips yearly to his home in Port Charlotte, FL. He had great joy in 
attending the Annual Berry Reunion each summer at the Washington County VA Park on South Holston 
Lake. He loved visiting with his many cousins and sharing the Genealogy research he had done on the 
Berry family. 
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The Nelson family says a heartfelt thank you to the following groups and individuals that allowed Charles 
the opportunity to stay home and have the best possible life his last two years. Charles’ daily care giving 
was provided by Independent you Senior Services with a special shout to Nurse Sonja and his “favorite” 
care-givers Olu & Chief. Charles appreciated the care and love that Olu & Chief provided him as they 
would take him to lunch and church, when he was up to the journey. Chief provided special love at the 
end, as he honored Charles’ wish to leave the hospital and return home before his death. The family also 
thanks Dr. Oghenetega Nduka with Inova Primary, for her outstanding care, attention and love for 
Charles until the end. 
 

Charles is honored to have cousins, family and care givers as pallbearers – John N. Berry of Abingdon, 
VA, Jonathan R. Berry of Abingdon, VA, Jason N. Berry of Abingdon, VA, W. Carr Blankenship of 
Abingdon, VA, Thomas Evans of Apex NC, Olufe Gbemibade of Alexandria, VA, Sa Gyasi Nimako of 
Alexandria, VA with honorary pallbearers Wesley N. Berry & John Daniel Berry of Abingdon, VA. 
 

Visitation and service for Charles Nelson will be at Grace Episcopal Church in Alexandria VA on 
Saturday, December 27th starting at 12 pm and interment directly following at Mount Comfort Cemetery. 
The family is proud to have Everly-Wheatly Funeral Home providing services. 
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